Coming Up Soon...

3/5—Grade 1 Concert
a 9:00 am.

3/8 —World Language
Week begins

3/10 — Family Swim
Night 7-9 p.m.

3/12 — Kindergarten
Hoedown at
9:15am.

3/12 — Jackson gr. 5
Pool Party at
the MS/HS
7:00-8:30 p.m.

3/17 — Jackson PTA
Multicultura
Fair

3/21 — Jackson
Carnival

3/23 — Report Cards
Issued

3/25 &
3/26 — Parent/Teacher
Conferences

Student Council
By Cameron L. and Todd P.

This year the Jackson Student Council has done many
exciting things. Cameron L., Taylor A., Lauren M., and Todd P.
were all elected on Nov. 2, 2009. The Council has held a Popcorn
Sale, a Sock Drive and a Waffle Breakfast.

The Popcorn Sale that we held was to benefit a Jackson
family. We raised $332.60 for the family. No only did the students
and teachers enjoy the popcorn, but they also enjoyed the singing
and cheerleading by the Student Council. We did an amazing job
on the sale!

The waffle breakfast was also a big success thanks to the
help of Mrs. Wittmann. She made all the waffles and gave students
one or two waffles each. While she cooked, the Council members
handed out the food and drinks to the students. Thiswas alot of
work, but it was worth it. The Council showed excellent teamwork.

Finally, the Ten Purple Sock Drive took place to benefit the
homeless shelters for the winter. Students brought in new pairs of
socks of different sizes and colors. Each day the Student Council
would count how many pairs of socks were collected. So many
pairs were collected that | bet the homeless people were very warm.

This year the Jackson Student Council will make this
school abetter place for students and teachers.



An Interview with
Our Principal

By Isabel W. and Adriana M.

Mr. D'Aquila started out his career
as a engineer for AT&T Bell Labs. After
several years, he decided he wanted to
follow in the footsteps of his sister and
four cousins and pursue a career in
teaching. He began his teaching career at
Benjamin Cardozo High School teaching
mathematics and then became an
Assistant Principal in New York City.
During this time, he also served as the
President of the New York City
Mathematics League. In 1998, Mr. D’Aquila
decided to move east to Long Island and
became the Mathematics Curriculum
Associate for our district. He then became
the Vice Principal of the Jericho Middle
School and now we are proud to call him
the “the prince” of Jackson!

Mr. D’Aquila decided to become a
principal because he was interested in
impacting students’ lives, one child at a
time. He believes that a great school
needs more than excellent academics. It
also needs to emphasize social and
emotional skills. Last year, he started the
Peacekeepers program and hopes to
encourage respect for self, others,
authority, and property to promote good
citizenship.

During his spare time, Mr. D’Aquila
enjoys spending time with his wife and
children enjoying such activities as playing
board games, taking walks, riding bikes,
gardening and kayaking. He also enjoys
math and can’t imagine how the world
would work without it!

By Michae M.

| polled 51 boys on the school
playground about their favorite sport.
The results are as follows:

_/ Baseball = 19
Soccer =17 @

Football = 10

Hockey = 5



Book Review: Three Cups of Tea

by Greg Mortenson
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Review written by Madelaine R. and Nicole L.

Have you ever imagined climbing K2, the second tallest mountain on earth? Greg
Mortenson had that opportunity in 1993.Unfortunatley, while climbing, he lost his group.
Starving and sick, Mortenson managed to find a small village called Korphe, located in
Pakistan. The people of Korphe fed and cured him. They spoke a different language. The
villagers served him sugar and tea for breakfast and gave him their finest blankets. He
stayed for many days. He noticed about eighty kids playing outside. He found out that
there weren't any schools because they couldn’t afford a teacher’ s paycheck of adollar a
day! Before he left, he promised to come back and build a school.

When Mortenson came back to the U.S., he sold everything he had, but still
didn’t have enough money. Mortenson decided to start afundraiser called Pennies for
Peace. His mom was a principal at an elementary school. When her students heard about
what happened, they had to help. So they collected pennies. In six weeks they were able
to collect 62,300 pennies which is $623 dollars. Mortenson was then able to first build a
bridge in Pakistan to get the supplies to the village and then build a school. He went back
multiple times and was even able to make more schools.

He named his book Three Cups of Tea because of the custom of drinking teawith
the people he met. During thefirst cup, you're a stranger. With the second cup, you are a
friend, and by the third, you're family. Greg Mortenson said, “ It doesn’t mean you go
around drinking tea and having peace in the world. It means we have to build
relationships.”

Greg Mortenson accomplished many goals. He wrote four books based on the
Korphe experience. The adult versions are Sones into Schools and Three Cups of Tea.
There' s also ayoung adult version called Three Cups of Tea and a children’s version
called Listen to the Wind. These books changed the way people thought about changing
the world.

This year Jackson will be holding afundraiser called Pennies for Peace. The
fundraiser will begin the night of the curriculum fair, on March 2, 2010.




DNA and Fruit Flies

By Neil S. & Andrew F.

On January 19 and February
o™ thefifth grade classes were given
lessons on DNA by the Dolan DNA
Learning Center in Cold Spring
Harbor. We learned about the two
different types of fruit flies. One was
mutated and one was wild. The classes
observed dead flies through a
microscope and studied the wings,
eyes, and legs of both types of flies.
After learning that the wild type and
the mutated type have different gene
codes, we found out that these gene
codes include specific ingredients to
make the fruit fly or any living thing
what it is.

During the second visit, we
investigated a mystery. We had to use
DNA to solve the case of amissing
relative. It was an interesting lesson
and one where we learned how traits
are passed on from generation to
generation.

The three students below are winners or runners-up in the Long Island
Presidents’ Council Essay Contest on “Why My School is Cool.”

Antonio P. —Mrs. Salzman’s class - winner
Brandon Z. — Mrs. McCadlin’s class — runner-up
Alyssa C. — Mrs. Levitt’s class — runner-up

100" Day of School
by Amanda S.

Children in the Jackson School
recently celebrated the 100" Day of
School. Thefirst grade classes had to think
of 100 things they would like to have and
100 things they wouldn’t like to have.
They also read books about the hundredth
day including one book called Cheerios
Counting Book by McGrath.

The kindergarten classes made
crowns with the number 100 on them and
wore them all day. They also practiced
counting by 2’sand 5's all the way up to
100!
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All About...

By Benjamin S. and Cory L.

There is anew teacher at Jackson and her name is Mrs. |zzo. Previously, she taught
for eight years at the Seaman School. What is there not to like about being a new teacher in
this wonderful school? Let’s see what she has to say about it.

Mrs. 1zzo loves being ateacher for many reasons, but mostly because she loves
watching her students learn and grow. She likes getting to know all of her students and she
feels privileged to be a part of their lives. Her favorite fantasy field trip with her students
would be to go to the Alamo because they have just learned about the history and battle that
took place there.

Her favorite young adult novel is Anne of Green Gables (which sheread in fifth
grade). She also loves to read to her daughter and especialy likesto read the book Olivia to
her.

Mrs. 1zzo' s favorite subject to teach is socia studies because she loves history and
thinks learning about the past is fascinating. Mrs. 1zzo loves to discover new facts! She
thinks the most important thing her students should learn is organizational skills and good
study habits because both will serve them well throughout their school careers.

In her spare time, Mrs. 1zzo loves to spend time with her family and, of course, her
daughter, Nikki. She loves to play with her and take her to the park.

The best thing about Jackson, says Mrs. 1zzo, is her students. She said, “1 have such
arespectful, hard working and fun class.” She also redlly enjoys working here because of
all the nice teachers and our principal, Mr. D’ Aquila.

more for you...
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Teacher: “Wherewasthe Declaration of Independence signed?”
Student: “ At the bottom.”

Student: “1 don’t think | deserve a zero on thistest.”
Teacher: “Neither dol, but it’sthelowest grade | can give you.



The
Recording Studio
Studio

by Christopher H.

For the past two weeks,
fourth and fifth graders have been
recording the song, "Three Cups of
Tea." This song goes along with
the story that has been read and
heard by all grades at
Jackson. The book, Three Cups of
Tea, is a story of an American, Greg
Mortenson, who promises to help
build schools in Pakistan and
Afghanistan after being cared for
when he was lost and sick from a
mountain climbing trip.

Mr. Russo, our music
teacher, is helping the fourth and
fifth graders learn the song. He is
using a computer based, digital,
multi-track recording with a Cubase
program to record the song.

Small groups of students
have been recording the song in the
morning or during recess. The
entire fourth and fifth grade will be
recording the larger parts of "Three
Cups of Tea" in the auditorium.

The recording will be heard
soon on the Jackson Jukebox on
the Jackson web. The song, "Three
Cups of Tea," was written by
friends of Greg Mortenson and
sung by his daughter, Amira.

Three students from Mrs. Rosen’s
and Mrs. Bellotti’ s kindergarten classes
enjoy reading Greg Mortenson’ s book,
Listen to the Wind. Pictured from left to
right are: ElenaP., Benjamin S., and
MichdleR.

OneFinal
Teacher:“ Did your father help you
with these math problems?”

Student: “No, sir. | got them wrong
all by myself.”

~

/‘

=




By Abigail H. and Chloe S.

Ms. Belfioreis our art teacher while Mrs. Cosenzais at home with her
new baby. Ms. Belfiore became ateacher because she always liked helping kids
learn new things. The most important thing she wants kids to know isthat art is
apart of everyone'slife at al times. Ms. Belfiore likes to teach art becauseit’s
fun, you get to move around, and it’ s just awesome! She would like to take her
classes to the Metropolitan Museum because it’ s unbelievabl e!

In her spare time, she loves reading books about vampires. Ms. Belfiore
also likes to play the violin.

Jumping the Jump-a-thon
By Tgas.

Recently, on February 12", the 4" and 5"
graders of Jackson competed in the school’ s annual
jump-a-thon. Ms. O’ Connell and Mr. Woska
initiated the jump-a-thon in hopes of promoting
good health and physical recreation in afun
learning environment. They also felt that it wasa
way for kids to express themselves and show off
all the cool jumping tricks they had learned during
the jump rope unit in physical education.

Many awesome tricks were performed
such as cross jumps, double jumps, long rope
push-up jumps, and partner jJumps. This motivated

. us to begin to dedicate ourselves to physical
Jump-a-thon jumpersabove are fourth graders fitness.

Susan B. and Fiona H. in action.




The following 5" grade
studentsarereportersfor The
I nside Story.

Mrs. 1zzo's Class:
KaylaM. Steven N.
Tegas. Benjamin S.
Britthney M.  Cory L.
Sandral. Brendan D.
Michael M.

Mrs. Morris/Rosh’s Class:
NicoleL. Amanda S.
MadelaneR. AdrianaM.
Abigail H. Cameron L.
|sabel W. Chloe S.
Christopher H. Todd P.

Mrs. Salzman’s Class:
StephanieB.  AliceG.

Mr. Zarett’s Class:
RayaS. AlanaF.
ChrigtinaZ. Neil S.
BreanaH. Andrew F.
MarithaD. SydnielL.

Newsletter Advisors:
Mrs. Bertolini
Mrs. Rivera




