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PTA Welcome Picnic  
is a Success! 

          By Zoe D.        
 
 

          The PTA hosted a Welcome Picnic for  the 
Jackson School on September  24th. I t was held on 
the blacktop. The mothers served cheese pizza and 
three different flavors of ices as well as a cake. 
There was a DJ who played some very cool songs. 
One of the songs was the Macarena which got 
almost everyone to dance. The DJ gave out fun 
pr izes like vampire teeth, masks, hats and glasses.  
 
       People played soccer  and used the swings, 
monkey bars and slide. Some people brought 
scooters. The PTA sold Jer icho bracelets and t-
shir ts.  
 
       We all had a good time and hope everyone will 
come to next year ’s picnic.  
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Coming Up Soon... 
 

 
  11/02 – No school for 
               students 
 
  11/04 – Cultural Arts 
                begins 
 
  11/11 – School closed 
 
  11/17 – Student Council 
               Canned Food  
               Drive 
 
 11/19 -  Photo Re-take 
               Day 
 
  11/24 – No school for 
               students 
 
  11/25 & 11/26 – 
               School closed 
 
  Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
  11/30 – First Marking 
               Period ends 
 
  11/30 – Holiday  
               Boutique  
               begins 
 
  12/01 – Toy Drive 
                begins 
 
  12/07 – Report Cards 
               issued 
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Safety Patrol  

 

 

By Brandon Z. &  Greg Z. 
 

Safety patrol is a group of fifth graders 
assigned to maintain safety and order in the 
hallway. Teachers pick the “safeties.”  They 
pick you only if you are responsible and serious 
about the job. There are two types of safeties: 
Post safeties have posts all around the school to 
prevent chaos and disruptions in the hall. They 
are like hall monitors. The other type of safety 
is a kindergar ten walker . This safety walks 
the kindergarteners to their classrooms in the 
morning and to their bus when they get 
dismissed. In the morning, post safeties and 
kindergarten walkers do their jobs as soon as 
they get off the bus. All safeties get dismissed 
at 2:40 p.m. to do their jobs.  
 To continue this Jackson school tradition, 
every year a 5th grade safety trains a 4th grade 
volunteer for the next year. He/she teaches the 
4th grader what it is like to be a safety and how 
to do the job. This training continues for a 
week. Then, for the last week of school, the 4th 
graders get to feel what it is like to be a real 
safety by taking the place of their trainers for a 
week. 
  Although being a safety is a lot of 
responsibility, it is also filled with enjoyment 
and accomplishment. I encourage all 4th graders 
to sign up for safety patrol and be part of this 
fantastic team! 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 

TV Shows Survey 
By Sam P. 

 
    On October 15, on the 
playground, I surveyed kids’  
favorite TV shows. I spoke to 43 
third and fifth graders and here are 
the results: 
 

I  Car ly     
 
2 votes       

 
 
Fanboy &  Chum Chum  
 
5 votes             

 
 
SpongeBob SquarePants  
 
6 votes               
 
 

Victor ious     
 
10 votes                      
 
 

ESPN     
  
20 votes                    
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A Warm Welcome for  Mrs. Motkin 
 

By Susan B. 
 
 

 During the past couple of days, I have been interviewing Mrs.Motkin 
for the school newspaper. As you know, Mrs.Motkin is a new teacher at 
Jackson. Before she came to Jackson, she worked as a Special Education 
Teacher for kids with autism and for other special kids. Mrs. Motkin has 
been teaching for 12 years so far. WOW! She loves the teachers and the 
students at Jackson and thinks it’s a great school. She co-teaches 
Kindergarten with Mrs. Bellotti. 
 
      Mrs.Motkin’s favorite book is Good Night Moon and her favorite 
author is Eric Carle. Mrs.Motkin’s favorite grade to teach is the one and 
only kindergarten! She also taught Pre-K (pre-school) and fourth grade in 
the past. Her favorite book to read with her students is Miss Bindergarten 
Gets Ready for Kindergarten. Her favorite subject is reading. In her spare 
time Mrs.Motkin plays with her daughter. 
   
      I HOPE MRS.MOTKIN HAS A FABULOUS FIRST YEAR AT JACKSON! 
 
 
 

                   
 
     Mrs. Motkin is teaching math to some of her students.       Mrs. Motkin is reading a book to her class. 
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By Lexi D. 

 

By Lexi Z. 
 

     Ms. Kotlus is a new 
teacher here at George A. 
Jackson.  She came to 
Jackson to have new 
experiences.  Ms. Kotlus 
became a teacher because 
she wanted to help kids 
with special needs learn 
how to do better in school, 
at home, and in their 
community.  She has been 
teaching for six years.  So 
far, Ms. Kotlus has said 
that she likes working here 
and thinks every day is 
exciting.  
 
    In her free time, she 
likes to run, spend time 
with her family, and go to 
New York City.  She also 
likes to travel to different 
countries. 

Ms. Kotlus ’
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Jackson’s School Garden  
 

     
      

By Loren V. 
 

     Since so many children enjoyed working on and seeing the 
school garden, I decided to interview some students about what they 
thought about the project. 
  

     Andrew L. in Mrs.Bellotti’s class says that his favorite part of 
the school garden is the pumpkins because he likes to make jack-o-
lanterns with the pumpkins. In the future, Andrew would like to 
plant the basil because he likes the way the basil smells. Andrew 
also says that the school garden is important because the garden is 
always there so that the students could look at the garden and watch 
how our garden is growing. 
 

     Himani M. in Mrs. Meyerholz’s class says that her favorite part 
of the school garden is the sunflowers because Himani thinks that 
the sunflower is the most beautiful flower. Next year Himani would 
like to plant the pumpkins because the pumpkins are orange which 
is Himani’s favorite color. Himani also says that the school garden 
is important because without the garden, the school wouldn’ t look 
so beautiful. 
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                               Ms. Tharani                                              Ms. Tharani is demonstrating how to make a 
                                                                                                                 special Halloween project. 

An Interview with Ms. Tharani 
 

By Lauren K. 
 

     Not too long ago, I interviewed Ms. Tharani, who is a co-teacher with Mrs. 
Rosen. Last year she worked with the Kindergarteners and this year she is 
working with first graders. She is a hands-on learner which means she likes to 
do things and experience them instead of just reading about things. 
 

     Her favorite subject is Math. She likes working at Jackson because of the 
school environment. She likes the fact that it is a good school district with very 
supportive faculty and families. She feels that everyone is involved. She loves 
the peace theme that we have here and one of her favorite songs in our school 
is “Peace Makers”  and another is “Three Cups of Tea.”  
 

     When she is not working at Jackson, she practices Zumba and Yoga. 
Zumba is a type of Latin dance and Yoga helps her to relax. She has been 
dancing since she was four years old and also enjoys reading often. She loves 
to travel, and had visited India and Dubai this summer. On the weekends, she 
enjoys going to New York City. She feels that the city is very much alive 
during the daytime and nighttime as well. She went to college in the city at 
NYU. Ms. Tharani speaks Hindi, which is her native tongue, as well as 
English and Spanish. She also knows Sign Language.  
 

    It was a pleasure having a chance to interview such a remarkable teacher. 
 



 7 

 

 
 Dr. Schwartz and Mrs. Seymour meet with two peer 
 mediators - Lauren K. and Lexi Z.   
 

 
 
 
  
 

Peer  Mediation 
 

By Lexi Z. and Lauren K. 
 

Lauren K., Lexi Z., Albert F., Jason 
P., Theresa M., Karli S., Daryn N-S., 
Michael L., and Tyler M. were elected to 
join the team of Peer Mediation. To be 
elected you have to be able to keep a 
secret, be trustworthy, be a good listener, 
and be willing to give up your recess. 
Peer Mediation can help you if you are 
disagreeing or in a fight with someone. 
There is no reason to be scared of getting 
into trouble because this program is going 
to keep you out of trouble.  
        Mrs. Seymour and Dr. Schwartz run 
Peer Mediation. You can go to them from 
12:00 to 12:30. It takes place at the 
conference room outside Dr. Schwartz’s 
office. 

 If you go, you will be talking to 
students in the fifth grade instead of 
teachers because kids may understand 
better than adults and it is more 
comfortable talking to children. You can 
trust all Peer Mediators because each 
mediator took a class for three hours a 
day for four days where he/she learned 
listening skills, conflict resolution skills, 
and training skills. 
         Peer Mediators help students who 
have a disagreement with each other or 
are in a fight. There are usually two 
mediators listening. The mediators will 
not take sides. It is their job to solve the 
problems with a win-win resolution. In 
other words, they will decide on 
something that will be good for the both 
of you.  
 Remember - don’ t be afraid to 
come to peer mediation. It really works! 
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(Answers to these jokes are on the last page.) 
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The Inside Story co-advisors are 
 

Mrs. Martha Bertolini 
 

& 
 

Mrs. Fran Rivera. 

 

We hope you enjoyed our 
online newsletter. 

   
This edition of George A. 

Jackson’s The Inside Story was 
made possible by the following fifth 
grade students from Mrs. Salzman’s 
class: 

       Susan B. 
      
       Alex C. 
     
       Zoe D. 
      
       Lauren K. 
      
       Er in  L . 
 
       Luke M. 
      
       Sam  P. 
      
       Farah  R. 
 
       Loren V. 
      
       Brandon Z. 
 
       Greg Z. 
      
       Lexi Z. 
 
      

Homecoming 
 

By Alex C. and Luke M. 
 
 The Jericho Schools had their 
homecoming at the Jericho High School on 
October 2. It was a fun day for all. There 
was a thrilling nail-biter competition when 
the Jericho boy’s varsity team lost 3 to 2. 
The Jericho High School Band played mind 
blowing songs for the crowd.  
 
        After the game, there were great rides 
and amazing snacks. We, Alex and Luke, 
agreed that the hotdogs were definitely the 
best. There were also cheese burgers, 
hamburgers and chicken tenders. We tried 
to win a guitar but didn’ t because these 
games were so hard but also fun. I, Luke, 
won a little stuffed animal that was a dog. 
 
 We won’ t forget the fun carnival 
games for a long time. It was a beautiful 
autumn day. 
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