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Books generally have more detail than movies.  You simply have more "time" in a three hundred 
page book than in a two hour movie.  As a result, screenwriters have to choose what part of the 
story to dramatize, and which parts to omit all together. Frequently the movie will simplify a story by 
leaving out characters or details. Sometimes they will concentrate in great detail on a small part of 
a novel and leave the rest out.  On occasion they will change parts of the story in order to get it to fit 
into a movie.  None of this necessarily makes the movie weaker than the book. The visuals and 
focus can make it stronger, but that is no easy task.   
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What did the movie leave out?��
Why do you think the screenwriters chose to leave out what they did?��
Was there something that was left out that you felt should have been included?��
Was there something that was included that you feel could have been left out?��
Did the movie change anything from the book.  Why would they have done that?��
Was there anything in the movie that was not in the book?  If so, why do you think that was added? 
Which did you like better, the movie or the book, why? 
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What do you have to do? 
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Search our Jericho Middle School Library Online Catalog / OPAC  
for  a list of over 240 books to choose from��

�

�

�

�
Search for “books made into movies”  

or you can select books from the list of recommended titles below. �
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