
Finding Books 

Use our OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog) to search for books. 
You can search by Author, Title, Subject, or Anywhere. 
Locate the books in the library using the call number. 

 
PB  Paperback - Paperbacks are arranged in alphabetical order by the author’s last name. 
 
FIC  Fiction - Fiction books are novels. They are arranged in alphabetical order by the author’s 

 last name. 
 
000-999 Non-Fiction - The non-fiction books are in Dewey number order on the tall shelves. 

Different numbers are used for different subjects. For example, sports books are in the 
796 section, and books about American history are 973. More than one book can have the 
same number. Books with the same number are arranged in alphabetical order, usually by the 
author’s last name. When you jot down the call number, be sure to include the letters 
underneath the number, and the title of the book. This will help you find it on the shelf. 

 
REF  Reference -These books are kept in the tall shelves near the computer lab and are used 

only in the library.   
 
B  Biography - A biography is a book about a person’s life. Biographies are arranged on the 

shelf by the last name of the person the book is about, not the author’s last name. Some 
libraries use 921 instead of B. 

 
920  Collective biography -These are books about more than one person’s life. They are 

arranged on the shelf by the author or editor’s last name. 
 
SC  Story Collection - These collections of short stories are arranged by the author or editor 

of the book. 
 
GN Graphic Novels – book length comic books 
 
CA    Career - books about jobs HEALTH -  health books about health issues and  

       diseases  
   
PICT  Picture books   PA -  collection of books for parents  
  
PROF Professional Collection – a collection of professional books for the MS faculty 
 
OV  Oversized - books that are too large to be put on our regular shelves are put in this section. 
 
WL World Languages - books written in languages other than English.   
 

Questions? Ask your librarians Mrs. Minikel and Mrs. Kearon 


