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Killing Mr. Griffin

by Lois Duncan

A teenager casually suggests 
playing a cruel trick on the English 
teacher, but did he intend it to end 
with murder?

*This same author wrote I Know 
What You Did Last Summer.

•Mystery and Detective Stories



Prom

by Laurie Halse Anderson

Eighteen-year-old Ash wants nothing to 
do with senior prom, but when disaster 
strikes and her desperate friend, Nat, 
needs her help to get it back on track, 
Ash's involvement transforms her life. 

•Self-realization



Vegan Virgin Valentine

by Carolyn Mackler

Seventeen-year-old Mara, a classic 
overachiever, has her life shaken up when 
her wild sixteen-year-old niece moves in. A 
fast-paced and often humorous novel.

Also by Mackler:
The Earth, My Butt, and 
Other Big Round 
Things



Alice on Her Way

by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Alice is adjusting to her new stepmother, 
her brother's new apartment, her ex-
boyfriend, and getting a driver's license. 

•Step-mothers

•Family life

•School stories



Forever

by Judy Blume

Two high school seniors believe their love to 
be so strong that it will last forever. 

•High school stories

•Man-woman relationships



Speak
by Laurie Halse Anderson

A traumatic event near the end of the 
summer has a devastating effect on 
Melinda's freshman year in high school. 

•Rape
•Emotional problems
•High schools



The Astonishing Adventures of 
Fanboy & Gothgirl

by Barry Lyga

A fifteen-year-old "geek" who keeps a list of 
the high school jocks and others who torment 
him, and pours his energy into creating a 
great graphic novel, encounters Kyra, Goth 
Girl, who helps change his outlook on almost 
everything, including himself. 

•Cartoons and comics – fiction

•Geeks (computer enthusiasts) 



Big Mouth and Ugly Girl

by Joyce Carol Oates

When sixteen-year-old Matt is falsely 
accused of threatening to blow up his high 
school and his friends turn against him, an 
unlikely classmate comes to his aid. . 

•Friendship - fiction



Sexy

by Joyce Carol Oates

Sixteen-year-old Darren Flynn, a popular, 
good-looking high school athlete who lacks 
self-confidence, learns that his jock friends 
are hatching a revenge act against their 
English teacher for failing a member of the 
swim team. 

•Teenage boys

•Sexual identity



The Body of Christopher Creed

by Carol Plum-Ucci

Torey Adams, a high school junior with a 
seemingly perfect life, struggles with doubts 
and questions surrounding the mysterious 
disappearance of the class outcast. Teenage 
boys

•Peer pressure

•Missing persons

•Mystery - Suspense



Breaking Point

by Alex Flinn

Fifteen-year-old Paul enters an exclusive 
private school and falls under the spell of a 
charismatic boy who may be using him. Peer 
pressure

•Friendship - fiction

•Social classes - fiction



Cheating Lessons

by Nan Willard Cappo 

When her team is announced as finalists in 
the state Classics Bowl contest, Bernadette 
suspects that cheating may have been 
involved. 



The Boyfriend List

by e. Lockhart 

When Ruby starts having panic attacks, she 
sees a shrink who has her compile a list of 
her boyfriends, possible boyfriends, and 
crushes. Each boy is accorded a chapter, 
and the reason why Ruby is having panic 
attacks slowly unfolds. 

•Friendships

•Dating



Evernight

by Claudia Gray

Sixteen-year-old Bianca, a new girl at 
the sinister Evernight boarding school, 
finds herself drawn to another outsider, 
Jared, but dark forces threaten to tear 
them apart and destroy Bianca's entire 
world. 

•Love stories

•Vampires

•School stories



Spy High: Mission One

by A. J. Butcher 

As students at a special high school that 
trains them to be secret agents, six 
teenagers struggle to complete the training 
exercises as a team before being sent out 
into the field to sink or swim. 
Snowboarding

•Spies

•Schools



Girl, Going on 17

by Sue Limb

Jess' seventeenth year is a 
tumultuous one, due to a series of 
lies and unfortunate circumstances, 
including her break-up with Fred, 
her school detention, and her 
mother's new romance.

•High school stories

•Also by the same author:

Girl 15 - Charming But Insane



Confessions of a Not It Girl

by Melissa Kantor

High schooler Jan Miller, hoping for 
a senior year romance, just cannot 
seem to do anything right, 
especially when compared to her 
best friend Rebecca who has just 
been named a New York "It Girl," 
but things start looking up when an 
old crush moves back to town.

•Humorous stories



Geography Club

by Brent Hartinger 

When Russel finds out he's not the only gay 
kid at school, he joins with his cohorts to start 
an after-school support group, code-named 
the Geography Club. What gives this book 
distinction is Russel's pointed narration, 
pitch-perfect as the slightly superior, world-
weary, and ironic gay boy. 



What Mr. Mattero Did
by Pricilla Cummings

Three seventh-grade girls accuse their 
music teacher of having touched them 
inappropriately and sexually.

•Schools 
•Honesty
•Family life



Whale Talk

by Chris Crutcher

Intellectually and athletically gifted, 
TJ, a multiracial, adopted teenager, 
shuns organized sports and the 
gung-ho athletes at his high school 
until he agrees to form a swimming 
team and recruits some of the 
school's less popular students..

•Realistic fiction

•Swimming 


