
Commander in Chief

Highest-ranking 
officer in the armed 

forces

Appoints and 
removes 
military 

commanders

Can use armed 
forces to deal 

with problems 
at h ome and 

abroad. (Cannot 
declare war.)

Chief Legislator

Suggests new laws.

President meets 
with members 
of congress to 
win support.

President has 
veto power.

Chief Diplomat

Directs the nation's 
foreign policy

Appoints 
ambassadors

Makes treaties

Makes 
executive 

agreements 
with other 

heads of state

Requires Senate 
approval

Infomal 
agreements - do 

not require 
approval

Power of the 
President

Adams 
sent 

diplomats 
to Paris

3 French diplomats 
(X,Y, and Z) 

demanded $ as bribe 
to settle diplomatic 

dispute

 "XYZ 
Affair"

Adams 
strengthened 
the army & 
established 
the navy.

France was 
attacking 

American ships.

Alien & 
Sedition 

Acts were 
passed by 
Congress

Immigration 
laws were 
changed

Laws passed 
during Adams' 

term

Presidential Powers - John Adams

Judicial 
Branch

Executive 
Branch

Legislative 
Branch

Questions? Ask your librarians Mrs. Minikel and Mrs. Kearon.
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Power to 
Appoint & 

Pardon

Appoints Cabinet 
positions:

 Sec. of  State
Sec. of Treasury

Sec. of War
Attorney General

Appoints
Federal Judges

(Supreme 
Court)

Can pardon 
federal 

offenders

Chief 
Executive

Carries out the 
laws

Chief of 
State

Living Symbol 
of the Nation

Represents the 
people to 

foreign nations


